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Therese fled Rwanda in 2006 after being forcibly separated from her 
husband and three sons. For two and a half years, she prayed for their 

safety as she endured life in a refugee camp in Tanzania. 

With determination and resilience, she made her way to Australia in 

search of a safe home. Her dream became a reality when she was granted 

permanent residency, and with support from Jesuit Refugee Service 

Therese was able to find both employment and a place to live. And then 

came the greatest gift of all. 

Through a series of almost miraculous events, Therese was able to 

locate her three sons. After three years of separation, and with the help 

of JRS, she discovered they had found asylum for themselves in France. 

‘I wish I could describe the sentiment in her voice as she spoke to them 

for the first time in years but I cannot,’ said Jesuit Refugee Service Director 

Fr Sacha Bermudez-Goldman sj, who was there for her first phone call 

with her sons. ‘How do you describe the emotions in someone who has just 

discovered that her sons are still alive and well?’

Pursuing studies and working part-time, Therese has embraced her new 

life in Australia. She believes it was God’s hand that allowed her to find her 

sons, and hopes to be able to see them face-to-face very soon. 

JRS supports Therese, and many others like her. 

	With your help, we can continue to make a world of difference in their lives.

The greatest gift JRS has given me  
                 is the gift of my sons




